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bacteriology was investigated by Dr. Ralph, and in all except one the organisms described by Dr. Klaber were found. As a rule these organisms were not found in the normal mouth. In the case which he had shown, however, they were found constantly for many months after the disease was clinically cured. This showed that the presence of hypertrophied papillse was not necessary for the growth of the organisms. On the other hand, the fact that they were not found in one case of clinically similar black hairy tongue showed that, in that instance at least, the condition was brought about by something other than the organisms. It was always possible to separate culturally the cryptococcus from the thread-like nocardia, but the latter could not be obtained in pure culture without the cryptococcus. Possibly they were forms of but one organism, though the threads were extremely fine for a monilia.
Pityriasis Lichenoides et Varioliformis
A. J. F., male, aged 17, sent to me on February 6, when the eruption had been present for three weeks.
The distribution is unusual, as the face, neck, arms and thighs are the parts chiefly affected, the trunk being relatively free.
Di8ct88ion.-Dr. W. N. GOLDSMITH said he agreed that this was pityriasis licbenoides et varioliformis acuta, or rather, sub-acuta. The distribution was certainly remarkable; it was exactly opposite to the distribution in the last case he had seen, which was one of a typical eruption in a child, who had recently been a good deal exposed to the sun in a bathing-suit. The eruption was profuse in the area covered by the bathing suit and ceased abruptly at the neck and the knees, the exposed parts being absolutely free. So obvious was it that light was playing a part that he ordered carbon arc light baths and the whole condition quickly resolved. It occasionally happened that a disease assumed a distribution which was not only unusual, but the exact opposite of the classical one. He had, for instance, seen pityriasis rosea affecting the forearms and the lower part of the legs, the body being quite free. The individual lesions were so characteristic that the diagnosis was not in doubt.
Dr. BARBER (in reply) said that undoubtedly pityriasis lichenoides acuta, with or without, varicelliform lesions, and pityriasis rosea must be specific infections. Dr. Knowsley Sibley had shown a case of the former, in which there appeared to be a " herald " patch, as in pityriasis rosea. Exposure to light appeared to influence the latter too; the eruption affected chiefly the covered parts of the body, and its course was shortened by ultra-violet radiation.
Hyperkeratosis of the Soles.-ELIZABETH HUNT, M.D. U. K., a married woman, aged 47. History.-The condition began two years ago on the heels, then spread to the toes and later under the soles, one foot became septic, and the patient attended a foot clinic.
During the last six months a rash, which has been very irritable, has spread from the feet to the legs, the lower abdomen, and the arms. The main points in the medical history are rheumatic fever at the age of 21, and frequent rheumatic trouble and headaches. The climacteric occurred at the age of 38.
There has been nothing in the history to suggest any infection by the gonococcus. No proof of mycotic infection is forthcoming. There is no historv of psoriasis, but the lesions on the knees are like chronic psoriasis patches at that site, and the question arises whether this is a case of psoriasis of the soles of the feet. J. B., a girl aged 6, has a lesion on the cheek below the outer canthus of the right eye, which she has had for two years.
Present condition.-The lesion is oval in shape, about half an inch in its longest diameter, and slightly raised above the level of the skin. It is flat-topped, fawncoloured and has a moderately rough surface.
History.-For many months now it has been stationary in size, but the child's mother says that it began as a small spot like a flat wart and grew rapidly at first; there has never been more than one wart. It began when the child was much debilitated and suffering from cervical adenitis following measles and whooping cough.
Comment.-The lesion seems unusual in size and in site for a common wart, and it has not responded in any marked degree to keratolytics. If it had arisen as the coalescence of numerous flat warts one would expect that more than one lesion would have been observed.
The possibility of the condition being a granuloma annulare suggested itself as I have observed recently in several instances typical lesions of granuloma annulare in children who do not make a good recovery after measles and whooping-cough, and in this child's case there is an added history of close association with a relative who recently died from phthisis. Sydney M. (male), aged 3 years. One or two members of this Section have previously described cases of trichotillomania. The main interest to this case is the fact that the patient is an infant. Dr. Maitland Jones, to whom I showed the patient, was of the opinion that the child is not suffering from a disease, but a defect of conduct. In this case the child wets its fingers, plucks out the hair, examines the plucked hair, and throws it away. This condition has persisted for fifteen months. I have written to the Superintendent of the Zcological Society Gardens, inquiring if this habit is present to any extent among the higher apes or monkeys. Mr. G. M. Vevers kindly replies as follows:-" Your case of hair-plucking sounds extremely interesting. Neither I nor any of my colleagues have ever noticed anything of the' same nature amongst the Primates.
" The common habit which monkeys have of searching their own and others' coats does not include the pulling out of any hair or even a search for parasites, as monkeys are particularly free from these, but is a natural search after small particles of skin and scurf, which apparently have a salty flavour."
To break the habit, as far as I can make out, there are three possible lines of procedure: (1) To encase the arms in splints, cardboard or otherwise; (2) To
